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US Jews, Muslims, Christians Join in De- |slamic court convicts Christian cleric
fense of Freedom, Marriage

WASHINGTON, D.C..- Leaders of some OfAn Islamic court in Kashmir h_as convic_:te
Protestant Pastor of converting Muslim

%hristianity while another pastor and a Ca
United States have joined together in an opgg priest have been indicted on sim

the largest religious communities in th

etter to allAmericans to voice their share¢harges.

concern for marriage and religious freedom.
Government to revamp nutrition drive

Pope links economic crisis with individu- . . . . . .

ize a nationwide campaign against wides
malnutrition, following the release of a rej
this week, the results of which the prime i

Pope Benedict said that the economic crig@ger called a “national shame.”

hitting much of théAest is the result of self-

alism, urges reform

centeredness but that it also presents an op

portunity to reshape societiThe present cri-
Sis can, then, be an opportunity for the entire
community to verify whether the values upon
which social life is founded have generated a
society that is just, fair and united," the Pope
said at thevatican'sApostolic Palace.

Patriarch of Jerusalem urges acceptance Pope condemns persecution of Christiang
pf Christians

In his address to diplomats Benedict XV
ments violent attacks on Christians as we

efforts to push religion out of the puh
FouadTwal called for peace in the Holy Landphere

The Latin Patriarch of Jerusalemychbishop

and urged locals to overcome religious big-
ptry and help integrate the small Christian
community into society'Let us bring down
the walls that separate us, let us pierce the
parriers in men's hearts: the barriers of ,fear
pf hatred and of ignorance,” he said during the

visit of a delegation of European aAcheri-
can bishops to promote peace in the region.

da

tho-
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The Indian government is looking to revital-

read
bort
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ndia: religious call for law to protect
gdomestic workers Pakistan: government destroys Catholig

church, homes, school

RelEfews i sl 1S Wity dne fed=I'he Punjab government in Pakistan stang

eral government to introduce a new law which , o .
: cused of 'brutal injustice' for sending b
would protect domestic workers and guaran-

tee them basic employment rights. dozers into a Church-owned site and de

Around 1,000 domestic workers, whéshing homes for poorelderly and homele

nternational DomestitVorkers Day pledged
fo intensify their movement for decent work
and legal protection.

Pope Benedict: human development re- pgpe warns of threat to freedom of reli-
guires fighting climate change & poverty gion, conscience in US

n his message to théaticans diplomatic pqne Benedict XVI warned visiting U.S. b
corps, the Holy Father said that enwronmegbS that "

are important areas for the promotion of in-

fegral human development. . R . .
witness" on crucial social issues.
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gathered in the city of Indore to observe tit€ople, a school for poor girls and a chuych.

sh-

radical secularism" threatens the core

£l [POEEEIEN &4 116 SenaRuleh betwe%lues ofAmerican culture, and he called on
[GIrifing (S Ehyy EME g iilne) ElimEis chang?he church inAmerica, including politicians

and other laypeople, to render "public moral




Christians by Numbers Around the World
Report Sees Shift in Global Distribution
ROME, Christians account for almost a third of the world's population. Thiswas

the findings in a report published by the Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life.T
from the 2010 survey of more than 200 countries found that worldwide, there are 2.1

Christians, nearly a third of the estimated global population at that time of 6.9 billion,.

The report looked at what has changed in the past ce@mge 1910 the numbel

one of
he data
8 billion

of

Christians nearly quadrupled, from about 600 million to more than 2 billion. In that time,

however world population rose sharpliyom around 1.8 billion in 1910 to 6.9 billion. So,
percentage of Christians dipped a bit, goingfrom 35% to 32%.

Christians, nevertheless, remain the world's largest religious group. Muslims,
ing to previous studies by the Pew group, account for a bit under a quarter of the

the

accord-
world's
es with

population. The survey found that almost half, 48%, of Christians live in the 10 countr
the lagest number of Christian¥hree of the top 10 countries are in #hmericas -- t
United Sates, Brazil and Mexicdwo are in Europe - Russia and Germalwo are in t

ria, Democratic Republic of the Congo and Ethiopia. In spite of so many being in
number of countries, Christians are still a majority of the population in 158 countr
territories, about two-thirds of all the countries and territories in the world.

Distribution shift

The spread of countries reflects a major shift in where Christians are to be found.
about two- thirds of the world's Christians lived in Eurdpeentury later only 26% of Chr
tians live in Europe. More than a third are now found inAimericas, 37%While just unde
a quarter24%, live in sub- Saharafrica. TheAsia-Pacific region accounts for 13%.

Taking Europe and th&mericas together these two still make up a majority of
tians, with 63%.That is, howevera notable decline from the 1910 level of 93%. In
regions the numbers of Christians have dropped. In 1910, 95% of Europe's populs

i

Asia-Pacific region -- the Philippines and ChiAad three are in sub-Saharafrica -- Nige}

a small
es and

In 1910,
iS-
18

Chris-
both
tion was

Christian, but by 2010 it was only 76%. In thmericas over the same period it went from

96% to 86%.

This decline contrasts with the dramatic change in sub-SalAfniaa. In 1910 onl
9% were Christians, but a century later the Christian faith had exploded, making up 63
population.While the overall numbers iAsia and the Pacific are still Iowhe percenta
more than doubled, from 3% to 7%he Middle East and Northfrica are the regions with t
lowest number of Christians. They account for only about 4% of the population, or ar
million people.

In fact, the report pointed out, there are more Christians in Indonesia, whic

Muslim majority than there are in all the 20 countries in the Middle East and Nbirta
And the changes iAfrica mean that Nigeria now has more than twice as many Protes
Germany where the Protestant Reformation originated.
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Church groups

There are 1.1 billion Catholics worldwide, according to the report. This means they

for half of the global Christian population. Brazil is the country with the largest numBer of
Catholics, at 134 millionThis means there are more Catholics in Brazil than in, lEaBnce

and Spain combined. Catholics are a majority of the population in 67 countrsmericas
accounts for 48% of the global numpainth almost 40% in Latilimerica alone. Europg
comes second with 24% of the world's Catholics, while sub- SaA#naa makes up 16%

and theAsia-Pacific region has 12%.

The broad definition of Protestants the report uses means they number 801
worldwide, or 37% of the global Christian population. Protestants form a majority of th§
population in 49 countries.

Despite the European origins of the Protestant churches the survey found t
two of the 10 countries with the largest Protestant populations are European. The
with the largest number of Protestants is the United States, with about 160 million, maki
20% of the worldwide total. Nigeria comes second, with nearly 60 million Protestangs
China is in third place with approximately 58 million. China, in fact, has the world's se
largest Christian population, which the report estimated at 67 million. The report ac
edged the difficulty of obtaining reliable data on religion in China, but according to its r
in Asia only the Philippines, with 87 million, have more Christians.

There are about 260 million Orthodox Christians, the study found, which accou
12% of the global Christian population. Russia is home to the largest group of Orthod@
39% of them. Ethiopia has the secondyest population, 13.4% of the global numb®&hile
Constantinople is the seat of the Patriarch of Constantindbpikey's Orthodox populatio
is small, at about 180,000. Despite Ethiopia's large numbers Europe remains the ¢
Orthodox Christianitywith 77% of the global numberghe report gives a more precise iq
of what observers have been commenting on in recent years regarding the shift of Ch
to the Global Southlhe rapid growth of Christians ifrica and China will likely continue
with significant implications for Christianity

Vatican to issue recommendations for celebrating Year of Faith

VATICAN CITY -- In an efort to help Catholics have a better and correct understandihg of
their faith and become authentic witnesses to Christy#tiean is issuing a list of pasto
recommendations or celebrating thear of FaithThe Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith released a "note" outlining the aims of the special year and ways bishops, d
parishes and communities can promote "the truth of the faith," the congregation sdid in a
written statement. It also announced that within the Pontifical Council for Promoting
Evangelization, a secretariat would be set up to suggest and coordinate different inifiatives.
The new department will be responsible for launching a special website for sharing
information on thevear of Faith. Pope Benedict XVI wanted tfear of Faith, which rung

from Oct. 11, 2012, to Nov24, 2013, to help the church focus its attention on "Jesus €hrist
and the beauty of having faith in him,"
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